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Guiding Principles for the Socorro Valley Trail
The Socorro Valley Trail shall be a multi-use recreation trail along the Rio Grande from the south boundary of the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge to the north boundary of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge. The Socorro Valley Trail shall provide opportunities for New Mexico residents and visitors to enjoy the natural beauty of the Middle Rio Grande and to learn about the wildlife, culture, history and geography of New Mexico. The trail shall be designed in such a way as to minimize disturbance to sensitive wildlife habitat ant to preserve important cultural sites. Members of the Socorro Valley Trail Core Team and Volunteer Workgroups shall define the trail route (including spurs and loops to nearby sites of interest), define and recommend features, facilities and enhancements needed along the trail, work through challenges related to the trail’s establishment, provide for public safety, and mitigate impacts to wildlife and cultural areas along the proposed trail alignment. 
The Team shall prioritize outreach and communication with members of the Socorro County community. We believe that this trail should be a community-led effort and that any interested community members should be welcome to participate in any and all aspects of trail planning and implementation. 

Visions and Goals for the Socorro Valley Trail 
The Socorro Valley Trail shall:
- Provide for numerous outdoor recreation opportunities including hiking, biking, horseback riding, and camping;
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Provide an opportunity for all New Mexico residents and visitors to enjoy the scenic beauty and history of the Middle Rio Grande;
- Minimize negative impacts to wildlife, wildlife habitat, and areas of historic or cultural significance;
- Be a community-led effort;
- Be planned and constructed at all stages with input from a variety of stakeholders;
- Support the local economy and small businesses

